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The Martial Arts Center opened 
in Shchekino after reconstruction. 
But “sport center” is not an 
appropriate description. It is a 
real palace! The Shchekinoazot 
company gifted it to the city 
and the region. The company 
invested 24 million rubles.

It is hard to imagine, but some 
time ago there was only a 
shop building equipped for 

training. On the ground floor, there 
was a pharmacy was open, and on 
the second floor classes were held 
in the most austere conditions: 
children changed on the stairs 
because the only changing room 
was not enough for everyone; 
and there was queue in the only 
bathroom. But it doesn’t mean 
anything as the atmosphere of a real 
sports brotherhood was embodied 
in the training hall. Friends for life 
were found here, character was 
forged and champions were raised. 
Daria Abramova, Victoria Miftieva, 

H a y r a p e t 
Avanesyan, Denis 
Dolgopolov — 
all of them are 
world, national 
c h a m p i o n s , 
winners of major 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t o u r n a m e n t s 
who started 

their sport journey here.
“I suggested building a new 

sports center to director Dmitry 
Borisovich Kuznetsov, but he 
refused,” said Boris Sokol, 
Shchekinoazot President, at the 
opening. “He said that this place is 
“sacred”, more than one generation 
of our famous athletes were raised 
here, and we agreed with him.”

Now the director of the MBI 
“State Youth Center “Mir” 
Dmitry Kuznetsov says that 
their dream has come true, the 
sport center has changed. Two 
floors, heated changing rooms 
with showers, toilets, are now 
at the disposal of athletes. 

/////////////////////////////
Plenty of space for 

kickboxer training and 
dancing.

/////////////////////////////

On the ground floor there is 
a gym with exercise equipment 
that everyone can use, for 
example, parents waiting for 
their children after classes.

A great deal of work was 
performed in the club. The 
installation of heating and 
ventilation systems, laying of 

utility networks, water supply, 
sewage, electricity supply... 
Window replacement. Internal and 
external work. Ten KamAZ trucks 
alone took out 
garbage. New 
sports equipment 
was installed. 
Today the 
complex seems 
like a modern 
sports club.

“There will 
be nothing to pay for,” Dmitry 
Kuznetsov categorically declares. 
“Expensive fitness clubs exist 
for that. And we have everything 
arranged for children from regular 
modest families. We allow them to 
practice for free, and this is very 
important. And all of our famous 
athletes brought up in the club grew 
up in such families. In fact the kids 
learn one from another, and we just 
help them. It is very difficult to 

start from scratch, 
to raise the first 
champion. But 
then, when an 
e x a m p l e - t o -
follow appears, 
raising a new 
g e n e r a t i o n 
becomes easier.

Nine-year-old Timofey 
Dolgopolov is one of these 
promising young athletes today. He 
has an example to follow. His elder 
brother Nikita is a kickboxing world 
champion. And his middle brother 
Denis attends the same sport classes 
as the youngest brother. They do 
exercises together in the morning.

“I love my brothers and always 
wanted to be a champion as they 
are,” says Timofey. “I want to 
become as famous as they are.”

United Volkov family members 
are enlisted in the school as well. 
Lyubov Petrovna, the family 
mom, is a member of the parents’ 
committee. All of her daughters 
attend classes here. The youngest 
of the four Volkov sisters is 
eight, the oldest is thirteen.

“Everything happened by 
chance,” says Lyubov Petrovna. 
“Director Dmitry Borisovich 
Kuznetsov is our neighbor. He 
once invited my eldest daughter 
to a summer camp. At first she 
refused, but nevertheless, she 
came, liked it, and stayed. And 
others followed her. Children like 
training sessions, the coaches’ 
attitude towards them, and the fact 
that they pay a lot of attention to 
them. As a mother, as a member of 

the parents’ committee, I want to 
say that everything here is for free, 
for us it is very important. Not only 
the training sessions themselves, 
but also classes in the pool (in the 
Yubileiny Sports Palace) are free. 
In summer, they have a health 
camp, they go hiking, kayaking.

The opening ceremony of 
the revamped Martial Arts 
Center was attended by 

many honored guests, including 
ones from world of sports — 
Kirill Ivanov, head of the Sports 
Club “Vityaz”, world-class 
master of sports in kickboxing, 
two-time WAKA PRO European 
champion, WKA world champion 
, champion of Eurasia, World Cup 
winner, three-time champion of 
Russia; Alexey Papin, Russian 
professional super heavyweight 
boxer and kickboxer, international 
master of sports in Russia among 
amateurs, among professionals, 
IBF super heavyweight champion, 
WAKO world champion and 
three-time European champion, 
undisputed kickboxing world 
champion; Kirill Rebrov, head 
of the Sports Club “Vityaz”. 

The Martial Arts Center was 
overhauled on the initiative of Boris 

Sokol, president of Shchekinoazot. 
At the opening ceremony, he 
said that this was a major event 
for all residents of the city:

“The main reason for today’s 
festival is the wonderful team that 
Dmitry Borisovich Kuznetsov 
assembled, that pure enthusiasm 
that we can feel within this building. 

Even in not the best conditions, 
great athletes were brought up 
here. Therefore, I would like 
to congratulate all of us on 
this festival, on the fact that 
Shchekino children can practice 
in such wonderful conditions. 

In memory of this event, 
Boris Sokol was presented with 
a gift — boxing gloves with the 
signatures of athletes brought up 
within the walls of the center. 
Honored guests also left autographs 
on another pair of boxing 
gloves in memory of the event. 

Then the symbolic red ribbon was 
cut by Boris Sokol, president of the 
Shchekinoazot chemical company, 
Alexander Hamburg, the head of the 
Shchekino district administration, 
Dmitry Kuznetsov, the director of 
the MBI “State Youth Center “Mir”.

The club will work under 
the auspices of the City Center 
“Mir” and the Club “Vityaz”.
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The first competition in the new training hall.

Boris Sokol, Alexander Hamburg and Dmitry Kuznetsov cut a symbolic red ribbon. Children will train in the Martial Arts Center completely free of charge.

United Volkov family.
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